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As society embraces technology and the use of mobile devices increases, a

growing number of technological devices are being used in crimes and then
seized by law enforcement as evidence. These devices are used by criminals
to communicate, store data, and facilitate crimes. Computers, cellphones,
GPS devices, digital cameras, and other devices that contain digital
evidence must be properly collected, handled, and processed.

The volatile nature of the data on these devices requires proper seizure to
preserve the integrity of the data and ensure their evidentiary value in
legal proceedings.

Devices must also be processed properly, whether the data they contain are
incriminating or exculpatory. It is equally important that these devices
are stored in a manner that will preserve the data in their original state
for examination by the defense and for the introduction of the original item
into court when necessary.
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